[Anatomical studies on a supernumerary tooth considered to be a successional tooth of the lower first molar].
The purpose of this study is to investigate features of the successional tooth of the lower first molar. Materials investigated in this study deal with a supernumerary tooth formed at the distolingual deep part to the lower right first molar of a male patient aged twenty-four. It was observed with binocular microscopy and under X-ray. The occlusal surface of it was observed with scanning electron microscopy. Horizontal ground sections of it were prepared and observed with polarizing microscopy, fluorescent microscopy, and scanning electron microscopy. It is thought that this supernumerary tooth is a true successional tooth of the lower first molar because it was formed at the distolingual deep part to the lower first molar and the fissure of it is Y-shaped and it has five cusps. It is considered that two impressions at buccal and distal surfaces of it isn't original hereditary features but was accidentally formed by pressures of mesial and distal roots of the lower first molar. The rough form of it has most resemblance to the lower second premolar and distal and lingual parts of it are smaller than that of the lower first molar. But fundamental features of the lower first molar are preserved in it. It is thought that the center of the molarization field of human lower successional teeth lies at the successional tooth of the lower first molar because the form of the occlusal surface of it is more complex and functional than those of the lower first and second premolars.